
WANT TO SUPPORT PRIESTLY 
VOCATIONS? KNOW A YOUNG MAN 
WHO MAY BE CALLED? CONTACT US: 
 
CALL 309-671-1550 OR 
VISIT US ONLINE AT 
COMEANDFOLLOWME.ORG 

Everyone is called to something. Whatôs your calling? 

My brothers are always there for me to keep me on the 
right path and keep me focused on the goal of my 
discernment, growth in holiness, and relationship with 
Christ.  
 There is more to life at seminary than just 
prayer, school, and fraternity. We also have time to 
cultivate hobbies and passions. One of my personal 
favorites is hiking. I have been blessed to be sent to 
Winona, Minnesota, where our campus is surrounded 
by bluffs, so I have the constant opportunity to go 
hiking. I also have the constant opportunity to get lost 
in the bluffs, which has happened more than I would 
care to admit. My hikes in the bluffs are very 
representative of formation. I am always challenged to 
climb a bluff a new way. Sometimes I succeed in 
reaching the top. Other times I fail. Every so often I fall 
down, but never get seriously injured. And I am always 

very happy to have an adventure. It doesnôt matter 
how many times I have gotten lost, slid down a 
snowy bluff that I could not hope to make it to the top, 
or run into a thorn bush. At the end of the day I could 
never have been more blessed than to hike in the 
bluffs. The same is true of my formation in seminary.  
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E very morning the sweet song from the nesting birds comes in through my window at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Seminary, and I immediately wake up refreshed 
and ready to take on the day. I get dressed and ready to 
go downstairs to the chapel to start 
with prayer and Mass. The rest of my 
day is perfect too. I am carried on a 
lounge chair basically everywhere I 
go and I rarely lift a finger for any 
sort of work. Mostly, I just sit around 
and pray all day. Until, of course, I 
realize that I do not live in a Disney 
film. The real work begins when I 
stop dreaming.  
 In reality, formation and 
discernment is a full-time job. I really 
do start my day with the prayer of the 
Liturgy of the Hours and Mass. If I 
didnôt, I would never make it through 
the rest of the day. The grace I 
receive in that morning encounter 
with Christ is my daily fuel, without 
which I could never hope to run. The 
average day in the seminary includes 
three key elements: prayer, school, 
and fraternity. The most important 
part of seminary formation is to be 
rooted in prayer and the sacraments. As a community, 
we have Mass each day, as well as praying Morning 
and Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours 
together. We are also asked to enter into the habit or a 
daily hour of prayer, and Eucharistic Adoration is 
offered five days a week.  

Formation: A  
Full-Time Job 
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 Prayer is not, however, all we do at  
seminary, although that would be nice. We also do 
this thing called getting an education, which is a very 
important part of our lives. In the stage of formation I 

am inðsecond year of college 
seminaryðI am striving towards a 
degree in philosophy. For those of 
you who, like myself before I 
entered, wonder why I am not 
learning theology right now, I will 
try to explain this phenomena quite 
simply: philosophy is a key element 
of our education which helps us to 
learn the art of thinking. We need 
this ability so that we can better 
understand the depths of our faith 
instead of taking it at face value.  
 The last major part of 
seminary formation is fraternity. I 
live with about forty brother 
seminarians from all around the 
Midwest. Each one is striving for 
the same goal, a life of virtue and 
holiness aimed at discernment of 
the priesthood. It is a great gift to 
have so many brothers around to 

aid me in my discernment and to teach me many 
valuable life skills, such as patience.  
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