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W ith the first month coming to an end, I can 
already tell that my decision to join the 

seminary will make a lasting impact on my life. While it 
would be unrealistic to say everything is perfect, I have 
had an incredibly positive experience. The struggle to 
grow in holiness is ever present, but the guidance I’ve 
been given continually challenges me. It’s already 
brought an overall growth in my prayer life. The access 
to so many experienced priests and a library full of great 
works gives constant inspiration for contemplation.  
 As a diligent student, I knew I would enjoy going 
back to the books. Still, I think what I didn’t realize is 
just how quickly I could take the philosophical and 
theological 
lessons in our 
studies into 
my prayer. 
There is so 
much to draw 
from in just 
scratching the 
surface of our 
relationship 
with God 
through his 
Creation or 
reflecting on 
the works of 
Plato. Our instructors range from priests to lay 
professors, so their differences in experience makes 
each class unique. Even when the material becomes 
difficult, it only helps build our fraternal bond out of that 
shared struggle and our support in study and work.  
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 Much of Mount St. Mary’s draw  
also comes from the great environment  
it creates. The Immaculate Conception Chapel  
is an absolutely beautiful church, with detailed stained 
glass windows and beautiful altars. We’re blessed to 
have Mass every day inside it. We’re also blessed to 
have the National Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes a 
short (albeit high) stair climb away from us. The grotto 
is the perfect place to pray the rosary. As a nature 
lover, I find great contemplation in just soaking in the 
sounds of the babbling brook and the multitude of 
wildlife that are in the forest around the grotto.  
 Our fraternal living has also been incredibly 

rewarding. 
Our daily 
prayers are 
a constant 
reminder of 
our shared 
purpose as 
men 
seeking 
God’s will in 
our lives. 
While no 
two men are 
alike, this 
guiding 

force makes relating to each other easy. This is 
especially true in our years. Spending at least three or 
four hours in class together, you quickly learn 
everyone’s personalities. With so many brothers 
together, it also means that there are plenty of 
different opportunities for relaxation in our free time.  
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